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Genus Teratoneura Dudgeon, 1909 
Isabellas 

 
Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London 1909: 51 (50-54). 
Type-species: Teratoneura isabellae Dudgeon, by monotypy. 
 
The genus Teratoneura belongs to the Family Lycaenidae Leach, 1815; Subfamily Poritiinae 
Doherty, 1886; Tribe Epitolini Jackson, 1962. The other genera in the Tribe Epitolini in the 
Afrotropical Region are Iridana, Epitola, Cerautola, Hewitola, Geritola, Stempfferia, 
Cephetola, Deloneura, Batelusia, Tumerepedes, Pseudoneaveia, Neaveia, Epitolina, 
Hypophytala, Phytala, Neoepitola, Aethiopana, Hewitsonia, and Powellana. 
 
Teratoneura (Isabellas) is a purely Afrotropical genus containing two species. 

 
 

*Teratoneura isabellae Dudgeon, 1909 
Red Isabella 

 
Teratoneura isabellae Dudgeon, 1909.  Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London  1909: 51 (50-54). 
Teratoneura isabellae Dudgeon, 1909.  d’Abrera, 2009: 662. 
Teratoneura isabellae Dudgeon, 1909.  Safian & Collins, 2014. 
 
 

           
 
 

Teratoneura isabellae isabellae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Issia, Ivory Coast. August 1960. THE Jackson. Gardiner Collection. 

Images M.C.Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 

           
 
 

Teratoneura isabellae congoensis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Zika Forest, Uganda.  21 April 2008.  P. Ward. 
Images M.C.Williams ex P. Ward Collection. 
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Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Bullom”. 
Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana (Safian et al, 2012), Nigeria, Cameroon, Congo, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Uganda, Tanzania. 
Habitat: Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998). 
Habits: Farquharson (1922) noted adults (of ssp. isabellae) feeding from the secretions of ant-attended 
coccids in the trees on which the larvae were found.  His account is as follows:  “The butterfly lit 
[alighted] just at the tip of the branch, the coccids being about an inch behind that.  It proceeded to walk 
backwards rather slowly and deliberately, the abdomen inclined upwards at a fairly steep angle to the 
thorax, and the wings opening and closing fairly rapidly – though not by any means nervously or 
excitedly – and gently beating the twig.  The ants retreated backwards, making hardly any resistance at 
all, though some dodged to the underside of the twig and ran forwards.  The butterfly having gone back 
about three inches then suddenly dropped the abdomen so that it rested on the twig and ran rapidly 
forward, the tip of the abdomen brushing the twig as it did so.  The backward manoeuvure was 
repeated, this time on the underside of the twig, the wings then hanging downwards, the abdomen 
flexed as before.”  “… ‘she’ suddenly stopped over the coccids, unrolled a very slender proboscis and 
proceeded to absorb the secretion so much prized by the ants.  Occasionally an ant would venture along, 
but retreated without attacking.  In a short time the butterfly flew away, circled round for a bit and came 
back to another twig, where the same performance was repeated.”  Poulton (as editor) suggested that the 
butterfly produces, and fans towards the ants, some odour disliked by them.  The species appears to be 
closely associated with individual ant-trees (Larsen, 2005a).  Specimens will swoop down to investigate 
red objects (Larsen, 2005a). 

In Minziro Forest, Tanzania, ssp. congoensis was associated with a robust, red-headed species 
of Crematogaster ant.  This ant was found living in burrows in dead wood.  Males are attracted by 
anything with a red colour (Congdon & Collins, 1998). 
Flight period: December to March (Farquharson, 1922). 
Early stages: 
 
Farquharson, 1921: 339 (ssp. isabellae). 
  The larvae were found on the bark of an ‘ant-tree’, Alstonia congoensis Engler (Apocynaceae) and on a 
species of Ficus.  The Crematogaster ants on this tree did not construct a carton nest.  The larvae were lymantrid-
like, with bright colours and spots and were found among the ants.  On the same tree the similar larvae of the 
lymantrid moth Naroma signifera were also present.  The larvae of T. isabellae were very hairy and, between the 
tufts and bands of hairs, brightly pigmented with red, green, yellow, and perhaps other colours.  A small ‘sucker’ 
is found on the outside upper edge of the prolegs.  This is retracted when the foot is lifted and exserted when it 
touches the bark of the tree.  When about to pupate larvae crawl down the ant-column and the ants seem to avoid 
contact with them.  He thought they ate either lichen or algae.  Pupation occurs especially on the aerial roots of the 
host tree but also on a leaf or slender dead twig or dead herbacious stem.  The pupa resembles a mouldy object.  
The pupal period is about 10 days and specimens eclose between noon and 15h00.  The larva was seen to be eaten 
by a mantis, and pupae were heavily parasitized by Chalcidae. 
 
Eltringham, 1921b: 476  [ex Farquharson, Nigeria; ssp. isabellae]. 
  “(Plate XII, figs 7-9, 14, 15).  The general appearance of a dorsal view of the larva is shown at fig. 8.  On 
each segment there are lateral and dorsal rows of tubercles from each of which arises a tuft of long fine hairs 
having the structure shown at fig. 15.  The head and terminal segments are black, the former with a central pale 
streak flanked by two large pale spots.  On segments 5 to 8 inclusive are dorso-laterally placed dark patches which 
consist of masses of urticating [incorrect – MCW] spicules.  These are of the form shown at fig. 7.  They are all 
slightly curved, but whether this is natural or due to the immersion in the preservative fluid cannot at present be 
decided.  The whole larva has a very ‘lymantrid’ appearance, and the presence of urticating spicules on a 
Rhopalocerous larva is a very remarkable feature.  Farquharson describes the larva as brightly pigmented with red, 
green, and yellow, and perhaps other colours, such as one associates with lymantrid caterpillars.  Length of larva 
18 mm.  Pupa.  The extraordinary pupa, shown at fig. 9, is attached by the terminal segments to its support, and 
the remains of the larval skin form a cushion of radiating hairs.  On the 5 th and 6th abdominal segments there is a 
conspicuous dorsal patch of yellowish brown, and a similar one just behind the head.  The whole thoracic and 
dorsal surfaces are densely covered with elaborate chitinanths, which in many places are white.  The effect of this 
is very peculiar.  It gives the pupa the appearance of being mouldy, a fact to which I called attention before I knew 
that Farquharson had observed the same appearance in nature.  Until I examined the pupa microscopically I quite 
thought it was mould, and that the specimens would have to be cleaned.  In addition to the general covering by 
these structures, there arise from various points long branched filamentous chitinanths as shown in the figure.  
These add to the mouldy appearance.  Length 15 mm.” 
 
Larval food: Nothing published. 
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Associated ant: 
Crematogaster species (Formicidae) [Farquharson, 1922; Nigeria; ssp. isabellae]. 
Crematogaster species (Formicidae) [Congdon & Collins, 1998; Tanzania; ssp. congoensis]. 
 
Note:  Larsen (2005a) regards congoensis as a valid species while D’Abrera (2009) considers it to be a subspecies 
of isabellae.  Neither author, however, formalizes their taxonomic position. The taxonomic uncertainties in the 
genus were resolved by Safian & Collins, 2014. 
 

 
Teratoneura isabellae isabellae  Dudgeon, 1909 

Red Isabella 
 
Teratoneura isabellae Dudgeon, 1909.  Proceedings of the Entomological Society of London  1909: 51 (50-54). 
Teratoneura isabellae isabellae Dudgeon, 1909.  d’Abrera, 2009: 662. 
Teratoneura isabellae isabellae Dudgeon, 1909.  Safian & Collins, 2014. 
 
 

           
 
 

Teratoneura isabellae isabellae.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Issia, Ivory Coast. August 1960. THE Jackson. Gardiner Collection. 

Images M.C.Williams ex Gardiner Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: Sierra Leone: “Bullom”. 
Distribution: Sierra Leone, Ivory Coast, Ghana (Safian et al, 2012), Nigeria (south), Cameroon. 
Specific localities: 
Sierra Leone – Bullom (TL). 
Ivory Coast – Issia (Larsen, 2005a); Lamto (Larsen, 2005a). 
Nigeria – Lagos (Larsen, 2005a); Nsukka (Larsen, 2005a). 

 
 

Teratoneura isabellae congoensis  Stempffer, 1954 
Congo Red Isabella 

 
Teratoneura isabellae congoensis Stempffer, 1954.  Annales du Musée Royal du Congo Belge  (8) (Sciences zoologique) 27: 16 

(48 pp.). 
Teratoneura congoensis Stempffer 1954.  Larsen, 2005a. 
Teratoneura isabellae congoensis Stempffer, 1954.  d’Abrera, 2009: 662. 
Teratoneura isabellae congoensis Stempffer, 1954.  Safian & Collins, 2014. 
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Teratoneura isabellae congoensis.  Male.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Zika Forest, Uganda.  4 May 2008.  P. Ward. 
Images M.C.Williams ex P. Ward Collection. 

 
 

           
 
 

Teratoneura isabellae congoensis.  Female.  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Zika Forest, Uganda.  21 April 2008.  P. Ward. 
Images M.C.Williams ex P. Ward Collection. 

 
 
Type locality: [Democratic Republic of Congo]: “Eala, près de Coquilhatville”. 
Distribution: Cameroon?, Congo, Democratic Republic of Congo (Equateur, Tshuapa, Tshopo, 
Sankuru, Lualaba), Uganda, Tanzania (north-west). 
Specific localities: 
Democratic Republic of Congo – Eala (TL); Ituri Forest (Ducarme, 2018); Mt Mitumba (Ducarme, 

2018). 
Uganda – Kaazi Sailing Club (female specimen illustrated above). 
Tanzania – Kere Hill, Minziro Forest (Congdon & Collins, 1998); Kikuru Forest (single female) 

(Congdon & Collins, 1998). 
 
Note:  Larsen (2005a) regards congoensis as a valid species while D’Abrera (2009) considers it to be a subspecies 
of isabellae.  Neither author, however, formalizes their taxonomic position.  The taxonomic uncertainties in the 
genus were resolved by Safian & Collins, 2014. 

 
 

*Teratoneura zambiae Safian & Collins, 2014 
Yellow Isabella 

 
Teratoneura zambiae Safian & Collins, 2014.  Metamorphosis 25: 94 (90-96). 
 
 

       
 

Teratoneura zambiae.  Male (holotype).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
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Type locality: Zambia: Fiwale, Ndola, Zambia (13° 12' 12.48" S 28° 42' 43.01" E). Holotype (male) in 
the African Butterfly Research Institute, Nairobi. 
Distribution: Zambia. 
According to Safian & Collins (2014) the species is known only from the type series (2 males and one 
female), all from the type locality.  However, Heath et al., 2002 give Ikelenge and Kitwe as additional 
localities for the species. 
Specific localities: 
Zambia – Fiwale Hill, Ndola (TL; Heath et al., 2002); Ikelenge (Heath et al., 2002); Kitwe (Heath et al., 

2002). 
Habitat: Dense woodland (Safian & Collins, 2014). 
Habits: Nothing published. 
Flight period: November and December (Heath et al., 2002). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 
Associated ant: Nothing published. 

 


